42        IN THE WAKE OF THE PEACE

Powers which were willing solemnly to avow the
sacred principles which have dictated the present
act will be received with equal ardour and affection
into this Holy Alliance."

The world was not long left in suspense as to the
inner meaning of this agreement. The Emperor of
Russia, the Emperor of Austria, and the King of
Prussia had their own ideas as to the way in which
peace, religion, and justice were to be maintained.
Peace was, in the opinion of these Allied Powers, to
be secured by enslaving their own peoples and every
population which was to be put under their control
Religion meant the Divine right of Sovereigns to
govern according to their own despotic humours.
Justice consisted in the suppression of free speech
and of every other popular right or demand, in order
that subjects might be taught to know their place,
and compelled to keep in the position to which it had
pleased the Congress of Vienna to call them. In
other words, as a modern writer has described the
situation, the crowned conspirators " proclaimed
themselves the champions and ministers of religion
and justice, but reserved to themselves the right of
defining what religion and justice were." " Show me
the man, and I'll show you the law," was a bitter old
Scottish saying. "Show me the Sovereigns, and I'll
show you the religion, law, and justice," would have
been a saying strictly applicable to the Holy Alliance.
The Sovereigns bound themselves to unite in putting
down revolutionary agitation wherever it might up-
heave itself, and we all know what they would have
defined as revolutionary agitation. Every State